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62
new residents

per day

(Between July 1, 2010 

and July 1, 2019)

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates, 2019
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94,600

The increase in 
Wake County 

residents age 55 
and over
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1% -
Under 5

15%

16%

22%

46%Under 5 years

5 to 19 years

20 to 34 years

35 to 54 years

55 and over years

Share of Wake’s Population Growth by Age Group

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates, 2019

July 2010 to July 2019
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Which age groups will 

drive growth in the 

future? 

Under 18 : 

262,706

(24%) of 

Population

55 Over: 

261,738

(24%) of 

Population

Data Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates, 2019

And Missouri Census Data Center Trend Query for Wake County 2010 and 2019.



Development Permit Density 

2020*

2020* Total New Residential and 

Commercial Building Permits 

through November: 6,714

(2019; 7,322)
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Permitted Housing Units In Wake, 2007-2020
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54% have a bachelor’s 

degree or higher

Data Source: 2018 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates



Wake County Median Household Income

Data Source: 2010-2019 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates.

Consumer Price Index, Southern Region.

$64,356 $65,160 

$70,533 

$77,318 

$84,215 
$75,125

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Inflation Adjusted (Dashed Line)



2019

$25,750

Up to 100%
Federal Poverty Level 

Family/Household
of Four
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1999 2007 2010 2019

Up to 100% 47,685 67,517 106,024 86,713

100 to 200% 68,897 112,200 136,045 141,195

47,685

67,517

106,024

86,713

68,897

112,200

136,045

141,195

Wake County Residents 
by Poverty Levels

Data Source: Census Bureau. American Community Survey. 2019 1-Year Estimates.



Data Source. NC Commerce Department. Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Unemployment Rates, 2008 – November 2020
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20,847

37,907

38,332

35,831

30,695 25,758

25,291

23,879

22,172

20,092

20,095

20,700

18,967

21,574

59,551

64,095

39,736

45,793

33,757

34,821

30,952

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

2008 2009 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020

WAKE COUNTY 
NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED TRENDS 

Data Source. NC Commerce Department. Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Percent Change in Employment

While employment rates have rebounded to pre-COVID-19 levels for high-wage workers, they remain 
significantly lower for low-wage workers.  In Wake, as October 15, 2020, employment rates decreased 
by 6% compared to January 2020 (not seasonably adjusted).

https://tracktherecovery.org

Source: "The Economic Impacts of COVID-19: Evidence from a New Public Database Built Using Private Sector Data", by Raj Chetty, John Friedman, Nathaniel Hendren, 

Michael Stepner, and the Opportunity Insights Team. November 2020. Available at: https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/tracker_paper.pdf

https://tracktherecovery.org/


Drove Alone, 78.4%

Carpool, 7.2%

Public Transport, 0.9%

Walked, 1.1%

Other, 1.4%

Worked at Home, 11.0%

Mode of Transportation, 2019

Source: US Census Bureau; ACS Selected Social Characteristics (1 year estimates)
Getty Images.  By Lauren Ohnesorge – Senior Staff Writer, Triangle Business Journal.. 

Nov 8, 2020, 7:40pm EST

More companies lean toward making working from home a permanent option for employees
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62,144

56,562

13,213

4,369

55,020

32,963

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020

Retail

Arts & 

Entertainment 

Accommodations 

& Food Services

Wake County, 2nd Quarter Employment for Selected Industries

Data Source: Quarterly Census Employment and Wages (QCEW). https://d4.nccommerce.com/?q=14CX

https://d4.nccommerce.com/?q=14CX


Wake Residents Age 16-64 who worked less than 35 hours/per week

Data Source: 2010, 2013 2019 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates

Part-time Workers, 2010 - 2019

40,993 44,761 43,492

65,324 67,206

76,833

106,317
111,967

120,325

2010 2013 2019

Males Females Total

In 2019 

64% 
of Wake residents 

working part-time 

were women



Wake County Economic Health Index 2018

To better gauge the Economic Health of Wake 

County residents, the United States Census 

Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS 

2014-2018 5-year average estimates) at the 

Block Group level geography was used:

1. Median Household (HH) Income

2. (%) Food Stamps (Households receiving 

SNAP)

3. (%) Rent as greater than 30% of HH Income

4. (%) Mortgage as greater than 30% of HH 

Income

5. (%) Persons living between 100%–200% of

Federal Poverty Level



36% are renting

Data Source: 2019 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates



Number of cost-burdened rental households increasing
Wake County trends in cost-burdened households by owner/renter status, 2008-2019

Data Source: 2008, 2012, 2016 and 2019 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates.

50,997
48,411

40,273
42,473

Owners

2008 2012 2016 2019

46,595

57,727 58,556

65,364

Renters

2008 2012 2016 2019
Paying >30% of 

income for housing



Data Source: Census Bureau. American Community Survey. 2019 1-Year Estimates.

Health Insurance Coverage, 2019

94,000+
Non-Seniors

UNINSURED

https://livewellwake.org
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Wake County Life Expectancy (In Years) 2017-2019

Life expectancy is the average number of additional years that someone at a given age would

be expected to live if current mortality conditions remained constant throughout their lifetime

81.8

79.5

83.8

82.8

78.2

Total Male Female White African American

https://schs.dph.ncdhhs.gov/data/lifexpectancy/2017-2019/Wake%20County%202017-2019%20Life%20Expectancies.html
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423,380 

627,846 

900,993 

1,111,761 April 1, 2020 Census

1990 Census 2000 Census 2010 Census 2019 Estimate 2020 Count

To Be

Released!

Countdown to the Initial 2020 Census Data Releases!

▪ December 31, 2020 (still pending)

Apportionment counts to the President contain the total population living in each state

▪ April 1, 2021 (scheduled deadline)

Re-districting data include total and voting age population, population by race and 

Hispanic origin, and housing unit counts for various geographies including counties



Discussion
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