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Wake County BOC 2019 Goals
Community Health 

CH1.6: Enhance 
substance abuse 
treatment options.

Public Safety

PS3.2: Increase the 
number of patients who 
are provided access 
and/or referral to 
substance use treatment 
programs.

Social and Economic 
Vitality

SEV2.1: Support a 
higher quality of life for 
citizens in vulnerable 
communities through 
policy changes, 
partnerships, workforce 
development and the 
community college.
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• Vaping rates among teens 
continue to increase.

• Vaping rates among adults 
remain low.

• Smoking rates among 
adults and youth continue 
to decline.

What the Data Shows

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/vaping360/18539459466
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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North Carolina Smoking Prevalence
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NC Youth Vaping Rates
Between 2011-2017 Current Use of E-Cigarettes Increased:

430%
Middle School

894%
High School
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• Most Comprehensive County in NC: Gaston County. 
• Orange and Durham Counties have Smoke-Free Public Places.
• Wake County needs Tobacco-Free Public Places to be considered 

most comprehensive. 

Progress Has Been Made and More is Needed
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Wake and Comparable Counties
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The Wake County Human Services Director and the Wake County 
Human Services’ Board are reviewing options for action:

o Board of Health Rule prohibiting vaping in public places (includes all 
municipalities with no opt-out option)

OR
o Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners prohibiting vaping in 

public places (only includes unincorporated areas of the county)
AND/OR
o Resolution supporting the reversal of preemption, giving 

county/municipality local control

Under Consideration to Address Vaping
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Public Health Committee Members
• 4/20/18: Public Health Committee Members prioritized furthering 

smoke-free/tobacco-free policies with Wake County municipalities
o Ann Rollins and Dr. John Perry volunteered to co-lead this initiative 

• 11/13/19: Presentation to the Wake County Municipal Managers 
Group

• Today’s Presentation to the Wake County Commissioners’ Human 
Services Committee

Most Recent Efforts 
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Cessation integration in Behavioral Health/Substance Use Treatment 
facilities

o Working with Alliance Health providers network
o Cessation training at Healing Transitions – both men’s and women’s 

locations
o Cessation training at Southlight

Additional Efforts
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ABC Funds Allocated for Tobacco Cessation
Funding: $45,000

252 uninsured individuals received free 
Nicotine Replacement Therapy through 
September 2019

Initiative Contracts - QuitlineNC
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Wake ABC Funds Allocated for Youth 
Empowerment
Funding: $40,000
Presentations made by members of 
the Youth Empowerment Group

o Tobacco Free Forum- 5/3/19
o Wake PTA-8/29/19
o Fuquay Varina Coalition-9/5/19 

Initiative Contract – Poe Center 
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5/3/19 at WakeMed Andrews Center
87 attendees
Highlights: 
• Presentation on emerging tobacco 

products, especially e-cigarettes.
• Two panel discussions focusing on 

local efforts to address the use of 
tobacco and e-cigarettes in schools, 
hospitals, businesses and 
municipalities. 

2019 Wake County Tobacco-Free Community Forum
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Action items and Next steps:
• Triangle Apartment Association's 

smoke-free housing certification. 
• A Public Service Announcement 

contest for Wake County teens. 
• A call to action for local high schools 

to convene a youth empowerment 
group.

• Other strategies to address 
tobacco-free policies.

2019 Wake County Tobacco-Free Community Forum
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When: Saturday, 3/21/20
Where: Southeast Raleigh High School
Why: 

• To make a public health impact in 
Wake County

• To reduce youth tobacco use rates
• To acknowledge groups who are 

making a difference with tobacco-
free prevention and control

2020 Wake County Tobacco-Free Community Forum
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Support tobacco prevention and control recommendations 
that come forth from the Wake County Human Services 
Board.

How You Can Help
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Michelle Mulvihill, MA
Public Health Education
Region 7 Tobacco Control Manager
Catherine.Mulvihill@wakegov.com

Dr. Kimberly McDonald, MD, MPH
Medical Director & Deputy Director Public Health Services Divisions
Kim.Mcdonald@wakegov.com

Questions?

mailto:Catherine.Mulvihill@wakegov.com
mailto:Kim.Mcdonald@wakegov.com
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