
Three Needs: Skilled Professionals, College Affordability, 
and Economic Opportunity  
The Wake Works program is built to tackle three challenges.
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Supply of skilled tradespeople 
not keeping pace with demand
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WANTED

Rising education costs, 
increased cost of living, and 

other socioeconomic pressures

Individuals and families 
struggling to achieve upward 

mobility need help.
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How it Works 

Wake Works Program

$1
million
investment

600+
Wake Tech students

full tuition for

50% of students in the skilled trades and EMS 
attend college part-time.



Electrical Systems  
Technology

Heavy Equipment 
Operator

 
Air Conditioning, Heating & 

Refrigeration Technology

Mechanical Engineering 
Technology

Plumbing Welding Technology

Emergency Medical  
Science

How Wake Tech Can Help  

How We’ll Measure Success 
Wake Works will be deemed successful when there are measurable increases in the following:

Number and diversity of new students, 
particularly 18-22 year olds
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Full-time attendance
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Retention through year two 

of the associate’s degree 
with a 2.0 GPA or higher

Completion of  
certificates and degrees

Placement in  
Wake County’s workforce

Wake County has a critical shortage of  
tradespeople in these seven professions. 

Wake Tech has capacity to serve more students. 


