
NC Vision Zero 
BOC Growth and Sustainability Committee



2

• Receive an Overview of Vision Zero and Safe Routes to School
• Discuss potential linkages to BOC Goals, Objectives, and 

Initiatives
• Discuss next steps

Today’s Objectives



Tracy Anderson
Research Associate
NC Vision Zero Coordinator



1,412 fatalities
4,500 serious injuries

North Carolina
2017









What is Vision Zero?



Transportation paradigm
● Changes the way we define transportation problems
● Changes how we evaluate system performance
● Types of solutions considered



Old paradigm(s)

1. Speed
2. Convenience
3. Affordability of 

motor vehicle 
travel

Vision Zero 
Paradigm

1. Safety
2. Multimodal 

alternatives
3. Accessibility
4. Equitable results



No loss of life on our roads is acceptable.

All road users deserve safe streets.

North Carolinians should not incur risk of 
death or serious injury in exchange for 

mobility.

A safe systems approach is required to 
eliminate fatal and serious injuries.



NC Vision Zero YouTube
ncvisionzero.org/videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhtl6lvd4lc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhtl6lvd4lc




Sweden has seen a 

50% reduction
in crash death rates since 
starting Vision Zero in 1997. 



Safe Systems 
Approach

● Automated speed 
enforcement

● Median barriers
● Alcohol interlocks
● Roundabouts



● Lower speed limits

● Better enforcement of 
law requiring motorists 
to yield to pedestrians

● Street design to 
improve pedestrian 
safety

● Public outreach



Strengthening Individual Knowledge & Skills

Promoting Community Education

Educating Providers

Fostering Coalitions & Networks

Changing Organizational Practices

Influencing Policy & Legislation

The Spectrum of Prevention



Board of Commissioners Goals

Objective CH2: Improve health outcomes of Wake County residents 
through a comprehensive approach to population health. 

Objective GG3: Create a culture within the county government that 
supports enhancing the health and wellbeing of employees and their 
families. 

Objective GS1: Implement a comprehensive approach for preserving 
open space and developing parks and greenways to address gaps, 
leverage opportunities and resources, and enhance collaboration with 
municipal partners. 

Objective GS5: Guide the implementation of the Wake County Transit 
Plan. 



Source: itre.ncsu.edu/focus/bike-ped/SUP-Economic-Impacts/



Clearinghouse
● Data, research, resources.

Bridge for collaboration
● Facilitate communication between traffic safety 

stakeholders across the state.

ncvisionzero.org



Task Force



NC Vision Zero Communities

Asheville
Charlotte *
Durham *
Greensboro *
Greenville
Raleigh
Robeson County *
Wake Forest



To qualify as a NC Vision Zero Community, a city/town/county must meet the following 

requirements:

■ Set a clear goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries.

■ Mayor (or top official) has publicly, officially committed to Vision Zero and adopted a

Resolution.

■ Develop Plan of Action or strategy, with commitment from top official.

■ Engage with key city departments (including Police, Transportation, and Public Health) 

for multi-agency support for national, state, and local traffic safety campaigns.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Z-tYt7alg_AJDsBZAwR-QcwzIobXREHCHBOPozAin8/edit
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/
https://www.ncdot.gov/programs/ghsp/


ncvisionzero.org/data



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mb8lomjKTQs


1924 New York Times

Tracy Anderson
tracy_anderson@ncsu.edu

@tracyjanderson 
ncvisionzero.org 

mailto:tracy_anderson@ncsu.edu


• Does the committee need additional information?
• Does Vision Zero fit into Wake County’s current activities?
• What are potential next steps for integrating bike and pedestrian 

infrastructure?
• Should the Board encourage school policies that support these 

programs?
• Should a resolution come before the Board supporting these 

initiatives?

Committee Discussion and Next Steps
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