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Primarily responsible for analysis 
of economic and demographic 
data 

Wake County 
Government

Data is collected from WCPSS, Wake County 
planning,  municipal planning agencies and 
ITRE/OREd. The groups work collaboratively with 
Numerix, LLC to develop enrollment forecasts. 

NCSU Operations Research and 
Education Laboratory and Numerix LLC

Primarily responsible for providing 
enrollment counts and data related to 
enrollment trends

Wake County Public 
School System

Growth Forecasts: A 
collaborative effort



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                3

How Growth is Forecasted

STEP THREE

Create 
Forecasts
The forecast team 
develops new 
projections. 

3. 

Data is adjusted 
annually to reflect 
changes in enrollments, 
birth rates, school-age 
residents and parental 
choice.

STEP TWO

Incorporate 
Planning Data
Combine school 

data, historic 

enrollment data with 

planning data

2. 
STEP ONE

Report School 
Data
Receive enrollment 

data from WCPSS at 

the end of the 

second month of the 

school year.
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The team’s 
forecasts
have 
trended 
downward 
over time.
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New 
Forecasts
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ForecastedActual

WCPSS 
Enrollment 
Compared 
to Live 
Births, 
Five Years 
Prior
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Decrease 
in Children 
Age 5 in 
Wake 
County, 
over time
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WCPSS 
Enrollment 
compared to 
all school-
aged 
children
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Aging of 
Wake 
County
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Charter 
School 
Students –
County and 
State

Charter 
School 
Students
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Home
Schools
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Private 
School 
Students 
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All School-
Aged 
Children
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South Lakes ES (2020)
New Middle School (2022)

New schools 
in high growth 
areas

New Elementary School (2022)

New Elementary School (2023)

New Elementary School (2023)

New High School (2024)

Parkside Elementary
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Impact of K-3 
Legislation 
on Available 
Elementary 
Seats

Lost 193 seats
Gained 2 students

Lost 206 seats
Lost 146 students

Gained 189 seats
Gained 1428 students

Lost 571 seats
Gained 561 students

Lost 565 seats
Lost 387 students

Lost 109 seats
Gained 225 students

Loss 712 seats 
Loss 553 students

Lost 652 seats
Lost 231 students

Lost 1262 seats
Lost 909 students

Lost 152 seats
Gained 44 students
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Needed School Renovations

• Two-thirds of the $548 million bond approved by voters in 
November will be spent on modernizing and rebuilding 
schools, as well as upgrades to AC, heating, infrastructure 
and technology. 

• These needs are not tied to enrollment growth.
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Opportunity

• The slowing growth could afford us the opportunity to reduce 
crowding at some overburdened schools and catch up on 
deferred maintenance. 
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No Impact on Current Students

• Funding levels will continue to support our current students 
and will not impact the quality of education provided
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● Summary memo
●Detailed report of new forecast
●Membership and capacity by region
●Questions

Closure



5-Year View: 2014-15 to 2018-19
January 2019

ES: (231)/(652)
MS: (503)/(59)
HS: 73/301

ES: 44/(152)
MS: 27/12
HS: 929/622

ES: 225/(109)
MS: 974/902
HS: (33)/24

ES: (387)/(565)
MS: (149)/68
HS: 428/448

ES: 561/(571)
MS: 103/(49)
HS: (217)/153

ES: (146)/(206)
MS: 452/(28)
HS: 1,958/2,013

ES: 2/(193)
MS: 637/1,126
HS: 277/(20)

ES: 1,428/189
MS: 409/33
HS: 374/58

ES: (909)/(1,262)
MS: (388)/(55)
HS: 348/14

ES: (553)/(712)
MS: (176)/(295)
HS: (313)/(64)

Membership Growth or 
Loss / School Capacity with 
Trailers Gain or Loss
ES Capacity loss reflects 
K-3 reduced from 21:1 to 17:1 4

5

6

7

8

9

10

3
2

1

ES:        34/(3,247)
MS: 1,386/2,404
HS:  3,824/3,549

Capacity gains reflect 
10 ESs, 2 MSs, & 3 HSs 
added since 2014
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