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Discussion

▪ Why Plant with Native Species ?

▪ Native vs. Non-Native Plants

▪ Current Wake County Standards 

▪ Unified Development Ordinance

▪ Design Guidelines and Standards

▪ Process for Updates

▪ Research

▪ Proposed Plan

▪ Questions ?



3

Why plant with Native species ?

Stewardship of the land

Celebrate natural diversity

Provide food and shelter for wildlife

Create a sense of place

Lower water needs

Restore regional landscapes

Withstand regional weather extremes

Educational Opportunity

A model for other development
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Native Plants:

A plant that is part of a balance of nature that 
has developed over hundreds or thousands of 
years in a particular region or ecosystem.

Used with a qualifier:   

Native to the Southeast

Definitions 
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Non-Native Plants

• Naturalized: A species introduced from 
other areas that has become established 
in, and more or less adapted to, a region 
by long, continued growth. Does not 
require artificial inputs for survival and 
reproduction

Definitions
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Definitions

Invasive Plants:

A plant that is both non-native and 
able to establish on many sites, grow 
quickly, and spread to the point of 
disrupting plant communities and 
ecosystems.
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Current Wake County Standards

Unified Development Ordinance

Article 16

Landscaping and Tree Protection
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Current Wake County Standards

Design Guidelines and Standards 
Division 02 -SITE
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Current Projects using Native Plants

• PROS Nature Preserves
• Robertson Millpond
• Turnipseed

• SWLF Improvements Project

• Wake Forest Library Expansion

• Fuquay Varina Library

• Cary Library

• Oak City Center
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Process for  Updates - Research

• Review current standards

• Facilitate input from professionals:    
landscape architects, plant specialists, 
NCSU, JCR  Arboretum, NC Botanical 
Gardens, landscape contractors,
landscape nurseries …

• Review of other municipalities / government 
bodies with native plant criteria

• Review with General Services Staff
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Process for  Updates – Proposed Plan 

• Identify opportunities and challenges
• Municipal requirements
• Nursery supply / sourcing
• Plant choices – sizes and types 

• Recommend Native / Invasive Plants criteria

• Recommend new guidelines / criteria for Wake     
County project landscape plans

• Create a platform for education

• Evaluate applicability beyond Wake County projects 

• Return to GLUE  - late Summer
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Questions ???


