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• Required steps are numerous and very entailed
• Takes over 6 months to accomplish all required steps
• Among those, several Board actions & LGC approval is required
• When Schools bond is planned – adopted BOE resolution is required 

requesting County pursue a referendum for Schools purpose
• To address and discuss at upcoming Board budget work sessions:

o Planned bond referenda purpose
o Planned bond referenda size
o County affordability and tax impact of referenda bonds
o Debt policy measures after incorporating referenda bonds into debt model

Process required to hold a County bond 
referendum



Required Steps for 
Referendum
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Board actions
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• Board decides by April 15 the referenda to appear on Fall ballot
• More detailed discussion in upcoming budget meetings - to be 

discussed with existing budget pressures and funding shortfalls
• Once plan is finalized by Board, must be mindful about permissible 

communication about the referendum

NC G.S. 153A-456. Limitation on the use of public funds.
 A county shall not use public funds to endorse or oppose a 

referendum, election or a particular candidate for elective office. 
(2010-114, s. 1.5(a).)

Takeaways
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Permissible communication checklist

*Wake County Communications Office would coordinate and manage this communication for 
Board of Commissioners and County staff



Questions
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